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SUBJECT: AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL REPORT ON PAKISTAN 

1 . ON MAY 16 AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL IN LONDON ISSUED A 92- 
PAGE REPORT ON HUMAN RIGHTS OBSERVANCE IN PAKISTAN UP TO 
3 1 JANUARY 1977. THE DEPARTMENT WILL POUCH A COPY TO THE 
EMBASSY AND WOULD APPRECIATE AN ASSESSMENT OE ITS ACCURACY 
AND IMPARTIALITY. 

2. EXCERPTS FROM NEWS RELEASE WHICH ACCOMPANIED ISSUANCE 
OF REPORT FOLLOW: 

"AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL TODAY (MONDAY 16 MAY 1977) PUBLISHED 
A REPORT, BASED ON THE FINDINGS OF AN AI MISSION TO PAKISTAN 
23 APRIL - 12 MAY 1976, WHICH DETAILS THE HUMAN RIGHTS 
SITUATION PREVAILING IN PAKISTAN UP TO 31 JANUARY 1977. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 STATE 125420 

THE 92-PAGE REPORT EXPRESSES AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL'S DEEP 
CONCERN AT THE DETENTION, TRIAL PROCEDURES AND TREATMENT OF 
GOVERNMENT OPPONENTS IN PAKISTAN EVEN BEFORE THE 7 MARCH 
GENERAL ELECTION. 

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL STRESSED TODAY THAT ITS REPORT WAS 
NOT A RESPONSE TO THE POST-ELECTION SITUATION IN THE COUNTRY. 
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THE REPORT INCLUDES THE FINDINGS OF MISSION DELEGATES 
PROFESSOR MUMTAZ SOYSAL, A TURKISH CONSTITUTIONAL LAWYER 
AND VICE-CHAIRMAN OF APS INTERNATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMIT- 
TEE, AND YVONNE TERLINGEN, A DUTCH LAWYER FROM AI'S 
INTERNATIONAL SECRETARIAT, AND COVERS THE PERIOD UP TO 31 
JANUARY 1977. THE REPORT WAS PRESENTED TO THE PRIME MINIS- 
TER OF PAKISTAN ON 31 MARCH, WITH THE REQUEST THAT ANY 
COMMENTS BE MADE BEFORE 9 MAY. NO COMMENT HAS YET BEEN 
RECEIVED. 

DESPITE THE STATEMENT BY PAKISTAN'S ATTORNEY GENERAL ON 
28 OCTOBER 1976 THAT THERE WERE ONLY NINE POLITICAL PRISO- 
NERS IN THE COUNTRY, AI ESTIMATED AT THAT TIME THAT AT 
LEAST SEVERAL THOUSAND POLITICAL PRISONERS WERE DETAINED IN 
VARIOUS PARTS OF PAKISTAN UNDER DIFFERENT LEGAL CHARGES. 
MOST OF THEM ARE DETAINED WITHOUT TRIAL. 

THE REPORT: 

- DESCRIBES VARIOUS CONSTITUTIONAL AND LEGAL AMENDMENTS 
PASSED SINCE THE EMERGENCY WAS DECLARED ON 23 NOVEMBER 1971 
WHICH "HAVE DEPRIVED THE HIGHER JUDICIARY OF THEIR PRIN- 
CIPAL MEANS OF EFFECTIVELY AND SPEEDILY REMEDYING VIOLA- 
TIONS OF INDIVIDUAL LIBERTIES"; 

- EXAMINES VARIOUS LEGAL PRODECURES WHICH ALLOW FOR IN- 
DEFINITE DETENTION EOR POLITICAL PRISONERS AND THEIR TRIAL 
BEFORE SPECIAL TRIBUNALS AND COURTS, SOME OF WHICH MAY BE 
HELD IN CAMERA, AND WHERE THE ORDINARY RIGHTS OF THE 
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ACCUSED ARE ABRIDGED. SUCH PROCEDURES "FALL FAR SHORT OF 
INTERNATIONALLY ACCEPTABLE STANDARDS REFERRED TO IN 
ARTICLE 10 OF THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS ". 

THE HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS DESCRIBED IN AI'S REPORT 
OCCURRED BEEORE THE 7 MARCH GENERAL ELECTION. THE EVENTS 
OF THE LAST TWO MONTHS HAVE BEEN MARKED BY THE LARGE SCALE 
ARREST OF POLITICAL OPPONENTS. ALMOST ALL THE LEADERS OF 
THE COMBINED NATIONAL ALLIANCE OPPOSITION ARE AT PRESENT 
IN DETENTION. IN ADDITION TO THOUSANDS OF POLITICAL 
WORKERS - WHO HAVE BEEN ARRESTED DURING THE OPPOSITION 
CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE CAMPAIGN FOR NEW GENERAL ELECTIONS TO BE 
HELD - MANY LAWYERS, JOURNALISTS AND STUDENTS HAVE ALSO 
BEEN ARRESTED SINCE THE WRITING OF THIS REPORT". CHRISTOPHER 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: REPORTS, HUMAN RIGHTS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 31 -May-1 977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977STATE1 25420 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: RKMCKEE:GN 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 94-0540 

Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 977051 /aaaaaaqu.tel 

Line Count: 1 1 1 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 3524c486-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ORIGIN NEA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 21 -Mar-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2312651 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL REPORT ON PAKISTAN 
TAGS: SHUM, PK, US, Al 
To: ISLAMABAD 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/3524c486-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



